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To the Several 
MrNISTE RS and CON GREGAT ION SG, 
Who aſſociated in the 
Weekly Exerciſe of Prayer 


For Succeſs upon 


His MA JES T VS ARMS, 


HE following SERMON 
1s dedicated by 


Their moſt humble, 9 


and devoted Servant, 


THo. GIBBON s. 


x KINGS vii. 66. 


On the eighth Day he ſent tbe People 
away, and they bleſſed the King, 
and went unto their tents joyful, 
and glad of heart for all the 

Goodneſs that the Lord had done 

for David his Servant, and for 

frael his People. 


S the Beginning of this weekly 
Exerciſe of Prayer * was introduced 

| by one of the Reverend Miniſters, 
who has borhe a very conſiderable Part in 


* ä — — 


This Exerciſe of Prayer was ſet up in fix neigh- 


ny Congregations about a 'Twelvemonth ago. 
The Deſign of it was to humble ourſelves for our 
Sins, and the Sins of the Nation, to deprecate the Di- 
vine Judgments which hung over us, and particularly 
to implore the Divine Blefling upon his Majeſty's Arms, 
which at that Time had been lately diſappointed in the 
fatal Action at Prefton-Pans, The Exercife took its 


Turn from one to another of the ſix Meetings every 
at Wedneſday 
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it +, with an Account of its Nature and 
Deſign : fo it has been judged proper that 
now at the Concluſion of it ſomething 
mould be offered, and this Work devolves 
upon me, relating to the happy and re- 
markable Iſſues of Providence that have at- 
tended, and ..crowned it; that ſo a warm 
and grateful Remembrance of the Goodneſs 
of God might be kindled, and for ever 


- 


preſerved upon our Minds. . Accordingly, I 


Have choſen the latter Part of the Paſſage I 
have read forthe Foundation of my preſent 


Diſcourſe ;. the Suitableneſs of which to. the 


late glorious Events of Providence, and that 


Regard we have ſhewn, and which, I hope, 
we. ſhall always ſhew to them, I am per- 
ſuaded evidently appears upon the firſt Men- 
tion; but the full Propriety of the Words, I 
believe, will ſtill be more abundantly diſ- 


covered in a particular Diſquiſition and Con- 
ſideration of them. The Verſe of my Text 
is the laſt of that illuſtrious Chapter Where. 


— — AS. — CLE 


Wedneſday Evening, and was continued by the Mint- 


ſters of the ſeveral Congregations with very encourag- 


ing Attendance, and, I hope, with warm Deyotion, 
till Jedngſday, October 1. and then, as we had ſeen the 
great Salvation of God, and were in the near Views of 


a Day of Publick "Thankſgiving, | it was thought pro- 
per to put an End to the Exerciſe, | but not without a 


Sermon, to recollect and impreſs: our Mercies, in their 


wide Extent and powerful Delight, upon our Minds. 


+ The Reverend Mr. King, 
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in we have recorded the Prayer that Solo- 


mon made before the whole Congregation 


of 1ſrael at the Dedication of the Temple; 
a Frayer, that for the Cangruity of it to 
the grand Occaſion upon which it was of- 
fered, for the Life of Devotion that breathes 
through the whole of it, and the particular 
Enumeration of all the Caſes of Trouble 
that at one Time or another might bring 
the Iſraelites to pay their Adorations at the 
Temple, and feek for Mercy and Aſſiſtance 
| _ I fay, a Prayer, that, under all theſe 
Views will afford an excellent Directory, as 
well as be the Matter of perpetual Wonder 
to the Saints of all Ages in their Approaches 
to the Foot · ſtool of the Divine Throne. Af- 


ter this Prayer was ended, Solomon, who 
had been the Mouth of the People to God, 
immediately becomes the Mouth of God to 
the People, bleſſes them, and concludes 
with a ſolemn Charge, That their Hearts 


ſhould: be perfect; with the Lord tbeir God, 


that they ſhould walk. in bis Statutes, and 
keep his Commandments x. Upon this we 
hape an Account ef the numerous and 
coſtly Sacrifices that Solomon offered at the 
Dedication of the Houſe of God, and of 
the Feaſt that Solomon held in Concert with 
the People of 1/rael, gathered together from 
one End of the Kingdom to the other, . far 
fourteen Days: And at the Cloſe of all it 
\* Verſe 61, \\ | 
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(8) 
is faid in the Verſe of my Text, that on 
the eighth Day be ſent the People aray; 
and they ge the King, and went unto their 
Tents joyful, and glad of Heart, for all the 
Goodneſs that the Lord had bad done for David 
bis Servant, and for Tſrael his People. This is 
the Relation which the Verſe bears to the 
Context ; and tho' the Occaſion of theWords 
I have choſen is confeſſedly very different 
from that amazing Goodneſs which God 
Has done for us, yet methinks the latter 
Part of the Verſe lays a ſufficient Ground for 
the following Remarks, pertinent to our 
Caſe; and in the Enlargement upon them 
'T ſhall endeavour to affiſt our Sentiments of, 
and Praiſes for the Salvation which God has 
performed for our King and his People. 


I. There are Mercies ſo great as to in- 
clude both King and People. 


II. Such Mercies ſhould fill us with Joy | 
and Gladneſs, And, ö 


III. And Laftly, Our Mercies are to be 
aſcribed to God as the original Foun- | 
tain, : 


I. There are Mercies ſo great as to in- 
clude both King and People. Our Text) 
tells us, that he People went unto their 
Tents joyful, and glad of Heart, for all they 
| | Goodneſi 


(9) 
Goodneſs that the Lord had done for Da- 
vid bis Servant, and for Iſrael his People. 
And that there are theſe comprehenſive 
Mercies, let only our late Salvation be call- 
ed in for the Evidence. For, 

I. Our Sovereign is a Sharer in the late 
Salvation, and that in the following Re- 
ſpects: For, (1.) Hereby our Sovereign's 
Lite 1s preſerved from falling a Sacrifice to 
Facobite and Popiſh Cruelty, Without 
Queſtion, a Band of ignorant and barbarous 
Ruffians, headed by a Pretender, nurtur'd 
up in the bloody Superſtition of Rome, and 
in Subjection to the tyrannical Court of 
France, which we know mortally hates 
any Friend of Liberty, and eſpecially the 
moſt eminent Guardian of it, our illuſtrious 
Sovereign, would have rejoiced to have 
imbrued their Hands in the Blood of our 
King; nor could they, in the firſt ſchem- 
ing of their terrible Expedition, have any 
milder Deſigns in View, ſince they muſt 
know that, while King GEORGE lived, his 
Intereſt amongſt the Princes of Europe, and 
eſpecially in the Hearts of his People, 
would allow any baſe Ulſurper, at beſt no 
more than a precarious Poſſeſſion of his 
Throne: And beſides, let our Sovereign's 
Enemies be never ſo ſtupid, they could 
bave no other Expectation, but -that that 
Hero; who fought ſo bravely at Oudenarde 
in his youthful Bloom. and who gave ſuch 


( 10) 
ſignal Proofs of his undiminiſhed, or rather 
augmented, Valour in the Fields of Dettin- 
gen, would himſelf have led out his Britsfþ 
Troops againſt the moſt formidable Forces 
of Rebellion, and rather have gloriouſly pe- 
riſhed in the Attempt as King of Great Bri- 
tain, than have ſought, as the imaginary 
Grandfather of this Pretender did, an ig- 
nominious Shelter for his Life in everlaſting 
Baniſhment from his Kingdom. (2.) By 
the late Salvation our Sovereign is eſtabliſhed _ _ 
on his Throne. The profeſſed Intention of 
this Ring-leader of the Rebellion, and his 
deſperate Banditti, was to ſeize the Throne 
for- an outlawed Pretender ; but as their 
wicked Enterprizes are now cruſhed, the 
Royal Seat of King GEORGE is ſecured to 
him; and, I truſt, ſtands, and will ſtand, 
firmer by theſe unnatural Commotions than 
ever. (3.) And laſtly, By the late Salva- 
tion, the Reverſion of the Throne is ſe- 
cured in the Houſe of our Sovereign, and 
the Lives of his auguſt Family are preſerved. 
With the Dethroning and Deſtruction of 
our King, our Enemies intended, for ever, 
to have ſhut out the whole Line of Ha- 
nover from the Regal Dignity, and to have 
impoſed upon a free People a Race of Ty- 
rants to the moſt diſtant Generations; ſo 
that Ages would have rolled on after Ages, 
and Great Britain muſt have brought forth, 
Succeſſion after Succeſſion, a populous King» 

. dom 


(21) 

dom of Slaves. But by the late glorious 
Deliverance, the Royal Sceptre is likely 
(God grant that our pleaſing Proſpects may 
never be interrupted again) to be tranſmitted 
down in a Family, whoſe Love and Be- 
fence of Liberty have added more Luſtre to 
them than all their zndoubted Dignities of 
Princely Deſcent. Nor is the Succeſſion 
to the Throne only eſtabliſhed in the Houſe 
of our Sovereign, but the Lives of his 
Royal Progeny are redeemed from Death, 
by the Extinction of the Rebellion. The 
Rage of a Popi/h Bigot, and his Rabble 
of Mountaineers would not have been ap- 
peaſed by the Life of our King, but the 
Life of his Son, the Heir Apparent to the 
Throne, muſt have been mingled in the 
fame Deſtruction : Nor could the brave 
Duke of Cumberland have eſcaped the Hands 
of Violence; for not only his near Re- 
lation to our Sovereign, but the Danger, 
as his Enemies would have thought, of 
his martial Virtues, would have made him 
a certain and an early Victim to their 
mercileſs Fury. Nor is it at all probable, 
had the Rebels a Power equal to their 
Malice, that ſo much as one Prince or 
Princeſs of the Family of Hanover would 
have ſurvived the boundleſs Maſſacre.— - 
How great a Share therefore has our King 
in the late Salvation ? 
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II. As our King is a Sharer in the 
late. Deliverance, ſo are his People ; and 
that in theſe many Reſpects: For, (1.) 
Hereby our Property is confirmed to us. 
Not only would the Rebels, an hungry 
Hoſt of Vaſſals, have filled their Famine 
with the Riches of the Kingdom, and 
vaſt had been the Deſolation they would 
have made, but Popery would have ruſh- 
ed in upon us like a Flood, and the 
greedy and devouring Prieſthood had gone 
on with the Ruin which the Rebels had 
begun ; and, if there ſtill had been left any 
Gleanings of Plenty, there would have 
been no Security but that even theſe would 
be ſnatched from us at the Pleaſure of 
an arbitrary Tyrant. And ſo we might 
have applied the Words of the Prophet “, 


That which the Locuſt hath left, hath the 


Canter worm eaten, and that which the Canker- 
worm hath left, hath the Caterpillar eaten. 
(2.) The late Salvation ſupports our civil 
Liberty, The Differences between an ar- 
bitrary Tyranny, and a Monarchy ſo well 
balanced and tempered as ours, 1s unſpeak- 
ably great: And what another Kind of 
Life do we lead, compared with that of the 
Vaſſals of France, who are not able in any 
thing to oppoſe the ambitious, perfidious, 
and ſanguinary Meaſures of their Tyrant; 


| nay, 
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(13) 
nay, and, perhaps, muſt be dragged into a 
guilty Part in the Execution of them? 
And ſuppoſe that this or that Individual was 
no great Sufferer by the enormous Power 
of the French King, yet the daily Oppreſ- 
fion and Groans of others, and the Fear of 
a ſudden Turn of Mind in, it may be, a 
drunken, debauched, and fooliſh Wretch, 
in pompous, but abject, Obedience to the con- 
tinual Whiſpers of a blood-thirſty Cardinal, 
would render Life far more unacceptable 
than in the Kingdom of Great- Britain, 
where we live in the wideſt Enjoyment of 
Liberty, and are ſure that, according the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment, it can never be yielded 
up for Slavery, except the Sacrifice is made 
with our own Hands. ( 4. The late Sal- 
vation maintains our holy Religion. Our 
Religion is a dear Article, a Matter of fo 
great Concern to our preſent and eternal 
Well-being, that no ſufficient Recompences 
could ever have been made us for the Loſs 
of it? And yet our pure and undefiled Re- 
ligion muſt have been wreſted out of our 
Hands, if the Rebellion had been ſucceſsful, 
and in the Room of it the Romiſb Faith, 
with all its unſizeable Monſters of Indul- 
gences, Infallibility, and Tranſubſtantiation, 
muſt have been obtruded upon our Con- 
ſciences, Nor would the Promiſes of a 
popiſh 
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popiſh Prince have been any Security to us 
tor our Nation has had ſufficient Experien- 
ces of what little Regard Papiſts bear to 
their Promiſes, in the Inſtances of Queen 
Mary and the late King James, who both 
broke their moſt ſolemn Declarations, and 
levied the moſt barbarous Perſecutions and 
cruel Oppreſſions upon the Proteſtants. 
And what other Conduct can be. expected, 
when that old Idol at Rome, trampling over 
the Remonſtrandes of Conſcience, the Laws 
of God, and the Rights of Nations, auda- 
ciouſly declares to the World, That Faitb is 
not to be kept with Hereticks? ( 4.) And 
laſtly, The late Salvation is the Protection 
of our Lives. Our Lives, we may truly 


fay, are given us for a Prey. What Rivers 


of Proteſtant Blood muſt the Pretender have 
waded through to have got to the Crown, 
and what Rivers more muſt have been 
ſhed to have kept him there ? It is not at 
all improbable, but that the firmeſt Patriots, 
and the beſt Chriſtians amongſt us, would 
have been brought in great Companies to 
the Ax, the Gibbet, and the Stake. Nor 
is it at all unlikely, but that on ſome high 
Feſtival in the Romi ſi Calendar, a general 
Maſſacre of the Proteſtants would have been 
ordained, and executed in its full Ven- 
geance, for the old Arrears due to our long 
Revolt from the popiſh Tyrranny. And, 


perhaps, 
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( 15.) 

perhaps, the Inquiſition, at once the Em- 
blem and Engine of Hell, would have been 
ſet up amongſt us, where all the Wanton- 
neſs of Torture would have been practiſed 
upon our Bodies; and at laſt, we, being 
delivered up into the Hands of the ſecular 
Power, which is-by much the kindeſt, muſt 
have been burnt at the Stake. Such are 
thy eternal Horrors, O Popery, and ſuch 
the wonderful Bleſſings thou wouldeſt have 
brought with thee, abjured Pretender! O 
how great a Mercy is the late Salvation to 
Great-Britain ! I proceed, 


II. To obſerve, that fuch Mercies , 
Mercies that include both King and People, 
ſhould fill us with Joy and Gladneſs. And 
they, meaning the People, went unto their 
Tents joyful and glad of Heart. Joy is that 
pleaſurable Affection of the Mind which 
we feel working within us upon the Re- 
ception of any Good; and in Proportion to 
the. Value we ſet upon the Good we re- 
ceive, 'the Degrees of our Joy are greater or 
leſs, and it is generally attended with ſome 
outward and viſible Diſcoveries. Such 


is the Nature of Joy. And methinks, when 


we duly conſider over the Deliverance God 
has wrought for us, our Joy ſhould be com- 
poſed. of the following Ingredients, and 
operate in the following Manner. 

( 1. ) Our 
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( 1. ) Our Joy ſhould be fincere, under 
the Senſe of this great Salvation. Should 
we not, according to the Expreſſion of my 
Text, be glad of Heart for the Goodneſs 
God has done for our Sovereign and our- 
ſelves © Our Fears and our Sorrows, I am 
certain, were real; and a wild Face of 
Confuſion and deep Diſtreſs were legible 
enough upon the Generality of the In- 
habitants of our Land, when the Rebels 
had penetrated into the Bowels of the King- 
dom. Shall not our Joys, therefore, be ſin- 
cere ? Or rather have they not been ſin- 
cere? And how could the Caſe poſſibly be 
otherwiſe with any Perſon who conſider- 
ed the immenſe Worth, and the imminent 
Danger of thoſe numerous Privileges and 
Bleſſings which are now, as by a freſh 
Charter from the great Lord of Nature and 
Grace, confirmed to us in this great Sal 
vation ? 

( (2.) Our Joy u — the Senſe of this 
great Salvation ſhould be exceeding great, Tt 
is ſaid of the Maelites, that they went. to 
their Tents joyful and glad of Heart, The 
double Expreſſion imports, that their Joy 
was extraordinary, and beyond Meaſure, If 
we are to prefer Jeruſalem, that is our Re- 
ligion, above our chief Foy *, how much 


higher, if it was poſſible, ſhould our Joys 
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n 
be raiſed, when not only our Religion, but. 
every other Bleſſing of a free aud happy 
People, are reſcued from near and immi- 
nent Danger? Think how nigh we were 
to the Gulph of Ruin, and how terrible a 
Gulph it was; how it threatned to ſwallow 
up Property, Religion, and even Life itſelf, 
though the Loſs of the laſt, after the reſt 
were gone, would have been no Unkindneſs 
to us; and never, never. more, would this 
Gulph have willingly refunded any or any 
Part of the Bleflings. If the Lord turns 
back the Captivity of his People, his Britiſh 
Iſrael &, our Heart ſhould exult, our Mouths 
ſhould be filled with Laughter, and our Tongues 
with Singing. And if the Light and Glad- 
neſs God has ſown for his People, ſpring up 
in a plentiful Crop, what forbids but we 


who reap them ſhould rejoice with the Joy, 


the full the exuberant Joy, of Harveſt ? 
(3.) Our Joy under the Senſe of this Sal- 
vation ſhould be ſacred. Let us not merely 
rejoice. becauſe our Properties are preſerved 
to us, or becauſe we have the undiſturbed 
Enjoyment of our Liberty and Lives, but 
let our Joy eſpecially be kindled from the 
Conſideration that our invaluable Religion is 
ſecured in our Hands, and is likely to de- 
ſcend down to our Poſterity after us: Let us 
think that we can never be enough thank- 
ful, that that Vine which God has brought out 
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of Egypt, to allude to the beautiful Deſcrip- 
tion of the Pfſalmiſt “, and which hath fo 
long covered us with its pleaſant” Shadow, 
and fed us with its refreſhing Fruits, is ſaved 
from" the Waſting of the wild Boar out of the 
Foreſt. While others rejoice for lower Mat- 
ters, let our ſupreme Joy ſpring from the 
moſt eſſential Good we have received by 
the late Deliverance, the unmoleſted Poſſeſ- 
fion of our Bibles, our Sabbaths, our Sacra- 
ments, without any Shackles upon our Con- 
ſciences, ©or any Fears from the Cruelties of 
Bigotry and Superſtition. The Accent of 
our Song ſhould be laid where good Zacha- 
rras places it, that we being delivered out of 
the Hands of our Enemies, might . ſerve God 
without Fear in Holineſs, and Righteouſneſs 
before him all the Days of our Life 4. 

4.) Our Joy ſhould be expreſſed to God 
in every Manner he expects it from us. We 
ſhould give God the Praifes of our Lips, in 
our Cloſets, in our Families, in our daily 
_ Converſation, and, above all, in the Sanc- 
tuary; for Pratſe ſhould wait for God in 
Zion, and there ſhould the Vow be per- 
formed +. But the Praiſes of our Lips 
ſhould not ſuffice to ſhow our Gratitude for 
the Mercies God has beſtowed upon us, but 
let us add to them the ſubſtantial Fruits of 
Righteouſneſs in our Lives. What ſhall we 
render to the Lord for all his Benefits? Ren- 

H x. 8. f Luke i. 74, 75, + Pf. lxv. 1, 
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der him all the Service you can, and your 
warmeſt Reſolutions that, as he has ſhewn 
himſelf to be your God, you will be his 
People. From henceforward let Miniſters 
be more zealous in the Work of Preaching, 
and in all the Branches of their Paſtoral 
Care : From henceforward let their People 
be more diligent in the Obſervation of Di- 
vine Ordinances, and particularly in the 
Sanctification of the Lord's Day: Let Tra- 
ders be more juſt and true in their Buſineſs: 
Let the Heads of Families be more abun- 


dant in ſocial Worſhip in their own-Houſes, 


and more watchful and unblameable in their 
Walk before their Children and Servants : 
And from henceforward let Children be 


more dutiful, and Servants more laborious 


and faithful : And in a Word, let each one 
of us, whatever are our Characters and Re- 
lations in Life, fill them up with their pro- 
per Duties towards God, and toward Man; 
animated through all our Chriſtian Courſe 
by our preſent Privileges, and eternal Hopes. 
Whoſo offers Praiſe glorifies me, and to him 
that: orders his Converſation aright will 1 


ſhew the Salvation of God “. 


(5.) Let our Joy be mixed with Trem- 
bling. This is one needful Ingredient in our 
Joy : Serve the Lord with Fear, and rejoice 
with Trembling +. Let us not imagine, be- 
cauſe God has delivered us from the Dan- 
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ers of the late horrible Inſurrection, that 
therefore our Mountain ſtands fo ſtrong, that 
it will not, and cannot, be moved again. 
But let us not only bear in Mind, that in our 
happieſt Times we have no Protection a- 
gainſt freſh Changes and Troubles; but let 
us reflect, amidſt all the Joy we may war- 
rantably indulge, and expreſs under the 
Senſe of the preſent Bleſſings, that there are 
many. Circumſtances that give Occaſion to 
our Apprehenſions of future, Evil. As yet 
we are engaged in War with two potent 
Powers, France and Spain, and that Provi- 
dence, which has ſo effectually broken the 
Arms of Tyranny in 1taly, has ſuffered 
them to extend with a vaſt Succeſs over 
the Netherlands. Add to this, that the 
Hand. of God is ſtill ſtretched. out againſt 
our Cattle, and the, contagious Diſtem- 
which ſo much. thinned: their Numbers 
in.the laſt Year, is renewed with moſt mor- 
tal Ravages in this, and ſeveral Counties in 
. are now groaning under the ſpread- 
Deſolation. ... And. what ſhould, above 
all other Conſiderations, make us rejoice 
with Trembling is the ſtill reigning Power 

of Infidelity and Immorality, Contempt o 
God, his Word, his Ordinances; and his 
Sabbaths ; together with Drunkennek,: De- 
bauckery, Lying, Swearing, Pride, Malice, 
and an inextinguiſhable Love and Purſuit of 


empty 
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empty Pleaſures, appear alike flagrant ſince 
our great Deliverance, as they were known 
before ; and we are ſure, that God, though 
he may wait for a Time with much Long- 
ſuffering, yet will not always bear with a 
People who {till go on to multiply their Pro- 
vocations, notwithſtanding his manifold Mer- 
cies, But He, who ſuſpended the Execu- 
tion of his Wrath againſt his favourite Peo- 
ple of old, from one Age to another, and 
who, at length being wearied out with 
their Wickedneſs, gave a full Scope to his 
Anger, expelled them their Country, and 
cut them off from a Name amongſt the 
Nations, .is the ſame unchangeable God, 
and equally ſtrict in the Purity of his Ho- 
lineſs, the inflexible Reſolves of his Juſtice, 
and as dreadful in the Thunder of his 
Power as ever. 

(6.) And Laſtly, Let our Joy for the 
Salvation God has wrought for us be laſting. 
After Pharaoh, and the Egyptian Hoſt, had 
been buried in the Red Sea, the Mraelites 
ſtood on the Shore, and reſounded over the 
Deep the Praiſe of their great Deliverer *. 
But though they ſang his Praiſe, yet they ſoon 
Forgat his Works +. And ſhall we, now 
this Rebellion, which made ſuch an hidequs 
Uproar, and | ſtruck ſach a Pannic through 
our Kingdom, is ſunk lite Lead in the mighty 
Waters, act like theſe ungrateful Mae- 
od. xv. 1. Þ+ 2}. cri. 12, 13. f Excd, xv. 10. 

lites ? 
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lites? Shall the Victory of Culloden be leſs 
dear to any Proteſtant Heart than the De- 
ſtruction of the Spanih Armada, the Deli- 
verance from the Gunpowder-Treaſon, the 
glorious Revolution under the Prince of 
Orange, or the peaceable Acceſſion of the 
Houſe of Hanover to the Throne of theſe 
Kingdoms? While we have the Taſte or 
Reliſh of any one Mercy that has been 
ſaved by the late Deliverance, we ſhould 
always remember it with Joy, and a freſh 
Cloud of the Incenſe of Praiſe ſhould break 
forth from our Hearts, whenſoever we re- 
collect the Croad of Bleſſings contained in 
the late Salvation. Let the memorable Six- 
Feenth of April be added to all our foregoing 
Occaſions for Praiſe, and be engraven in 
Characters deep and laſting upon the Tables 
of our Hearts ! 

Having ſhewn that the Mercies we have 
beteeg in the late Salvation ſhould fill us 
with Joy and Gladneſs, I ſhall add two or 
three Conſiderations to ſtrengthen and en- 
Hance the Joy I have recommended to you. 
As, 

. 1.) Our Deliverance is a moſt ſeaſonable 
Mercy. Our Nation has been guilty of vain 
Boaſts, and preſumptuous Reliances upon an 
Arm of F leſh; and particularly what a ge- 
peral Scoff was made at the firſt Reports 


of che Landing of the Pretender in Scot- 
land, 
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land, and his exciting a Rebellion amongſt 
us? Nor did the Deriſion ceaſe till Edin- 
burgh fell into the Hands of the Enemy, 
and the awful Defeat of our Forces at Pre- 
fton-Pans. Upon the Receipt of theſe Ad- 
vices, the Jeers of Ridicule were laid aſide 
for univerſal Confuſion and Terror. Aſter 
this, as if God was reſolved to humble our 
Pride, though not utterly to cut us off, the 
Rebels having made ſome Stay at Edinburgh, 
Povred down into England, and drew a 

ract of Plunder and Deſolation as far as 
Derby; terrified at the Approach of the 
Royal Troops under the Command of the 
Duke, they returned back by the way in 
which they came, beſieged Stirling-Caſtle, 
looked our Army in the Face at Falkirk, and 
almoſt drove them a ſecond Time before 
them. In ſhort, this unnatural Rebellion, 
which roſe in Auguſt, but as a little Cloud 
of the Breadth of a Man's Hand, baffled all 
our Strength and Policy till the April follow- 
ing, when (a Day for ever dear to Great 
Britain ! ) Victory, which had long ſtood off 
from our Arms, at laſt declared in our 
Favour ; and in the Plains of Culloden, the 
Rebel Army, after a prodigious, but righ- 
teous. Slaughter, was totally routed by the 
Britiſh Forces under the Command of his 


Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland. 


How ſeaſonable was this Salvation? Had it 
3 come 
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bene OMA nde Have had that 


Lecture upon human Impotence which God 
faw neceſſary to teach us, ſo. powerfully en- 


forced upon us; and had the Salvation come 
later, that is, if his Royal Highneſs had 
been overcome at Culloden, in all Propabi- 
lity our whole Kingdom would, in a 
Month's Time, been turned into a Scene of 
general Tumult, Miſery, and Bloodſhed. 
The Hearts of Proteſtants would have been 
ſunk, the Rebel Army would have grown 
more outrageous and cruel by their Suc- 
ceſs. Diſguiſed and ſilent Papiſis and Ja- 
cobites would undoubtedly have thrown off 
their fair Appearances, and publickly avow- 
ed the Venom of their Hearts by joining 
the Pretender's Standard; and it is not un- 
likely but the Rumors of Burning the Ci- 
ty, Maſſacres, and the like, would have 


been proved to be more than empty Sound 


by an open and terrible Perpetration of the 
Facts. How ſeaſonable, therefore, was our 


Salvation? How well did it OFT with 


the fitteſt Juncture of Time? And when 
our Nation was upon the very Edge of 
Danger, God was pleaſed to make bare his 
Ivy Arm, and come, and fave us. 

II. The Salvation God has wrought for 
us is a moſt ſurprizing Salvation. Generally 
when two Armies, of nearly equal Num- 
ber, meet together in the Field of _ 
an 
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and more eſpecially if the moſt important 
Prize, as a Throne or Kingdom, lies at Stake, 
they engage with great Fury, and a long 
and dreadful Slaughter enſues on both Sides : 
But how wonderfully was the uſual Courſe 
of Things crofſed in our late Salvation ? 
The Work was ſoon finiſhed in Righteouſ- 
neſs, and not only was it ſoon finiſhed, but 
it was ended without any great Loſs of 
Lives on our Side; and while Thouſands 
of the Rebels lay wallowing in the Blood 
of Death, not above 40 or 50 of his Ma- 
jeſty's Troops were killed, and but a very 
inconſiderable Number, compared with 
what we might have expected, were 
wounded, O that Men would praiſe the 
Lord for his Goodneſs, and for his wonder- 
ful Works to the Children of Men ! * 

2. And laſtly, The Salvation that God 
has wrought for us came in Anſwer to ma- 
ny and fervent Prayers. Such as caſt off 
Fear, and reſtrain Prayer before God, know 
nothing of the Sweetneſs that belongs to 
this Thought; but the People of God, the 
cloſe and warm Beſiegers of the Mercy- 
Seat, find a moſt fragrant Odour in their 
Bleſſings, when they are given as the Fruits 
of their ſtrong Crying, and unwearied Pleas 
at the Throne of Grace through the Intereſt 
of Jeſus, the Mediator of the New Cove- 

* Pal, cvii. 8. 
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nant. And 1s not the Salvation we are at 
this Day recording of this Sort? How ma- 


ny of the Groans of Supplication went up 


to God from the Hearts of his People in one 
Part of Great-Britain and another, and I 
may ſay in one Part of the World and an- 
other, 155 the general Cauſe of Proteſtantiſm 
Was greatly concerned in the Fates of Great- 
Britain? The Cloſet and the Family were 
importunate with God, till he ſhould re- 
turn to us again, and cauſe. his Face to 


Shine: upon us that we might be ſaved . 


Nor was the Sanctuary a. Stranger to the 
ſame ardent Interceſſions, for not only was 


' Great-Britain uppermoſt in the Petitions 
of the Sabbath, but ſolemn and ſtated Sea- 


ſons on Week-days were ſet apart for call- 


ing upon God, and particularly you know 


that this Exerciſe was begun, and carried 
on for a long Time with this very View, 
to beſeech the Divine Bleſſing upon his Ma- 


jeſty's Arms; and as Miniſters and People 


have diligently attended this extraordinary 


Service, ſo it muſt be with the higheſt 
Pleaſure, I queſtion not, on both Sides, that 


we. now meet together under the happy 
Experience, and lively Senſe, that the Seed 


of Prayers, which was fo plentifully ſown, 
and which we carried forth weeping, 1s 
now ſprung up, O how quick and gracious 


+ Pſal, Ixxx. 19. 
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is the Return ! in a plentiful Harveſt of Joy. 


Theſe Conſiderations greatly enhance the 


Bleſſings we have received, and ſhould as 
greatly enhance our Joy. 

III. And Laſtly, It remains for me to 
ſhew that our Mercies are to be aſcribed to 


God as the Original Fountain. They went 


unto their Tents joyful, and glad of Heart, 


it is ſaid, for all the Goodneſs that the Lord 


had done for David his Servant, and for 1/- 
rael his People. It is an unqueſtionable 
Truth with every one that believes his Bible, 
that every Good, and every perfect Gift comes 
from above, from the Father of Lights *, 
and Mercies. And all our Springs, Springs 
of Providence, Grace and Glory, are in God : 
But eſpecially are the important Deliveran- 
ces of Kings and Nations attributed to the Di- 
vine Power in Scripture. God is their Rock, 
and their Fortreſs, and their Deliverer: their 
God, their Strength in whom they truſt, 
their Buckler, the Horn of their Salvation, 
and their high Tower . He rides npon the 
Heavens for the Help of his People, and in 
his Excellency on the Sky. The eternal God 
is their Refuge, and underneath are his 
everlaſting Arms ; and be thruſts out the Ene- 
my from before them, and ſays, Deſtroy 
them . Proud Nebuchadnezzar, who had 
graſped the uncontroulable Sovereignty, as 


Jam. i. 17. f Pſal, xvii, 2. f Deut. xxxiii. 26. 
D 2 he 
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he thought, of the World into his Hands, 
wasdriven from his kingly Dignity, and turned 
out to wander amongſt the Beaſts of the Field 
as a Fellow-Brute with them, till he was 
brought fo praiſe and honour him that lives 
for ever, and whoſe Dominion is an everlaſt- 
ing Dominion, and bis Kingdom from Ge- 
neration to Generation : and to confeſs, that 
all the Inhahitants of the Earth are reputed 
before bim as nothing; and that he does ac- 
cording to his Will in the Army of Heaven, 
and amongſt the Inhabitants of the Earth, 
and that none can ſtay bis Hand, or ſay unto 
tim, What doſt thou? This Salvation, 
therefore, is the Lord's Doings, and as ſuch 
it ſhould be marvellous in our Eyes . 


View either the more diſtant, or more eſſen- 
tial Parts of the Salvation, and you will 
diſcern the Finger of God upon them all. 
Whence was it, but from a kind Provi- 
dence, that upon the Pretender's embarking 
for Scotland, the French Man of War, his 
Treaſure of Arms and Men, was attack'd, 
diſabled, and driven back by one of our 
brave Captains to its own Shores ? How 
came 1t to paſs, if God does not reſtrain 
the Remainder of Wrath, that the Rebels 
were ſo infatuated after their Victory, as to 
throw away their Time about the Caſtle 
at Edinburgh, when they had ſo many co- 


Dan. iv. 34, 35. + P/al. cxviii. 23. 
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gent Reaſons to purſue their Progreſs into 
the Heart of the Kingdom ? Who but that 
God, who holds the Winds in his Fiſt, ſent 
that ſtrong favourable Gale to waft over our 


Troops with ſuch amazing Speed, and at 


ſo important a juncture, from Flanders ? 
To whom are we to aſcribe the Bleſſings, 
but to the Father of Spirits, that ſuch a brave 
and ſteady Loyalty diffuſed its Flame at 
once over our Kingdom, and through all 
Ranks and Degrees of Men? Who but that 
God, with whom are Underſtanding, and 
Strength, and who turns the Hearts of Men 
as the Rivers of Water, raiſed up the illuſ- 
trious young Hero in the Houſe of our So- 
vereign, gave him that aſtoniſhing Meaſure 
of warlike Virtues he poſſeſſes, ſuſtained 
his Health amidſt the Fatigues of a Win- 
ter's Campaign, guarded his Life from 
the hurtful Sword and flying Ball, rooted an 
Eſteem for him in the Hearts of his Sol- 


diers, and animated both him and them 


to attack with irreſiſtible Bravery the Ar- 
my of the Savages and Aliens, and with a 
ſmall Loſs to diſcomfit their whole Hoſt ? 
While, on the other Hand, through an 
amazing Folly, the Rebels made no 
Oppoſition to our Forces at the Paſſage 
of the Spey, but collected their whole Bo- 
dy of Troops in the Plains of Culloden, made 
a fruitleſs Attempt for Victory, and were 

preſently 
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preſently broken, ſlaughtered, or diſperſ- 
ed. How evidently are the Power and 
Goodneſs of God ſeen throughout our De- 
liverance, and how many bright Lines of 
Providence may we find, in examining over 
the Compaſs of Salvation, working and contri- 
buting to the glorious Reſult of all, an eaſy and 
deciſive Victory? Amidſt all our Acclama- 
tions to Man, therefore, let us not neglect 
our due Acknowledgments of Gratitude to 
the great God : For how heinous a Guilt 
would it be in his Sight, if we, who have 
called upon him ſo earneſtly in the Day 
of Trouble, and thereby confeſſed his over- 
ruling Providence, ſhould now be ſo forget- 
ful of our Duty, as to let all our Thanks, 
or our chief Thanks, ſtagnate in an Inſtru- 
ment, when they ſhould reſolve themſelves 
into the Father and Fountain-head of all 
our Conſolations and Mercies? Let our 
Song be the ſame with that of the Pfalmiſt, 
Fit had not been the Lord who was on 
our Side now may Iſrael ſay ; if it had not 
been the Lord i. Was on our Side, when 
Men roſe up againſt us; then tbey had fwal- 
lowed us up quick, when their Wrath was 
kindled againſt us. Then the Waters had 
overwhelmed us, the Stream had gone over 
our Soul, Then the proud Waters had gone 
over our Soul, Bleſſed be the Lord, who 


hath not given us as a Prey to their T eeth. 
1 Our 
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Our Soul is eſcaped as a Bird out of the Snare 
of the Fowler; the Snare is broken, and we 
are eſcaped. Our Help is in the Name of 
the Lord, who made Heaven and Earth *, 
What remains, therefore, but that we ſhould 
give Thanks unto the holy Name of the 
Lord, and triumph in his Praiſe. Bleſſed 
be the Lord God of Iſrael from everlaſting 
fo everlaſting, and let all the People ſay, 
Amen, Praiſe ye the Lord . 


The APPLICATION +. 


I. What a cruel, and deteſtable Religion 
is Popery, that would deprive us of ſuch 
invaluable Bleſſings! The Pretender pro- 
miſed us much greater Privileges, than what 
we enjoy under our rightful Sovereign, his 
kind Hand was to free us from an iron Yoke, 
and work marvellous Deliverances. But what 
would have been our Deliverances, as Po- 
pery would have ruſhed in with him, but 
Deliverances from our Property, our Liber- 
ty, our Religion, and our Lives? And that 
this is rue Popery, let the bloody Annals of 
paſt Time tell, and the preſent ſevere Perſe- 


* Pal. cxxiv. + P/al. cvi. 47, 48. 


t The Application was not delivered, but the ſhort 
Inſtructions of it may perhaps be proper to attend the 
Sermon. 


cutions 
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eutions of the Proteſtants in France +. How 
cruel, and deteſtable a Religion therefore is 
Popery ! and as ſuch let us always regard 
it, nor let any ſmooth Artifices of its Abet- 
tors, or any Lengths of Time ever eraſe thoſe 
horrible Ideas we have received of it, either 
from a View of its own Nature, or the innu- 
merable Miſchiefs, which, whereſoever it 
has prevailed, it has brought upon Mankind, 


II. What Encouragement to Prayer may 
be inferred from our great Salvation in all 
Times of Diſtreſs. We were not much un- 
like the Maelites, with the Sea rolling before 
them, and the Egyptians purſuing hard be- 
hind them; for on one Part of our Coun- 
try the French menaced a powerful Inva- 
ſion, and in the other, the Northern Army 
was driving down upon us. In this Situation 
of ſurrounding Dangers, we knew that there 
was a free Way open to Heaven, thither we 
directed our Eyes, and Hands; thither we 
lifted up the Groans of our Hearts, and God 
graciouſly heard, and with his own Right- 
Hand ſent Salvation for us. What ſhould 
be the Inference but this, that in all Things, 

in the gloomieſt, and moſt diſtreſſed Hours, 
de ſhould make known our Requeſts to God by 


+ See for this Purpoſe a Pamphlet lately publiſh'd, 
entituled, Popery always the ſame. 


Prayer, 
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Prayer „ and Supplications, with Thankſgivs 
ing *, Let the Triumphs of Culloden, be an 
everlaſting Pillar of our Hope in God, and 
Confidence in Prayer. 


III. As our Sovereign maintains; and With 
unblemiſhed Glory has maintained, during 
the whole Courſe of his Reign, ohr Pro- 
perty, Liberties, Religion, and Lives, and 
as a Branch of his illuſtrious Houſe was em- 
ployed by him, and honoured by Heaven, 
as the chief Inſtrument of extinguiſhing the 
Rebellion, let our Sovereign and his Family 
be ever dear to us. To them, under God, 
we owe the Bleſſings of the preſent Day; 
and from them, and their Deſcendants, Great 
Britain hopes to receive a perpetual Train of 
the ſame Bleſſings to the lateſt Generations. 
Let us therefore highly eſteem them, and let 
not any wicked Inſinuations and ſecret Ma- 
nagements of the Enemies of our happy 
Conſtitution, be ever allowed to damp our 
Zeal, and ſhake our Attachment to our So- 
vereign, and his Royal Honſe. And for this 
Purpoſe, let us often call to mind how baſe 
the Conduct of the I/raelites was, who re- 
membered not the Lord their God, who had de- 
lruered them out of the Harids of all their E. 


hy Phil. iv. 6. 
| E = os 


* (34) 
nemies on every Side; neither ſhewed they Kind- 
neſs to the oy of Gideon, according to all 
be Goodneſs which be bad ſhewed unto Iſrael *. 


4 | | 
IV. And, laſtly, If this temporal Deli- 
yerance is a Mercy ſo exceeding great, of 
how much greater Concern and Value is our 
eternal Salvation? We think it a fignal In- 
Nance of Divine Favour that we are freed 
from Plunder, Slavery, Superſtition, and 
temporal Death, and we think rightly ; but 
remember that our everlaſting Well-being is 
of infinitely higher Importance, ' And 4 Ip 
ſufficient Ideas can we form, or what ſuffi- 
cient Thanks can we pay for a good Hope 

of a Deliverance, through the Blood of 7 
Obri from the Wrath to come, and a ſure 
Title, through his Merits, to an eternal 
Habitation in his Kingdom, and the beatifick 
Viſion of his Glory? All lower Mercies are 
but Shadows of this Glory, that waits to be 
revealed to his Diſciples and Followers, May 
God grant, that by the Influences of his Spi- 
rit, the Salvation we have this Day been re- 
cording, may prepare and form our. Souls for 
the Fruitions of the better State, and then 
ſhall we have the higheſt Reaſon 70 go to our 
Tents joyful, and glad of Heart, for all the 


Jud. viii, 34. 
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Goodneſs that the Lord hath done for his Ser- 
van, and our Sovereign, and Great Britain, 


his free and happy People. Amen, and 
Amen, 


L NI. 
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